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Message from the Headteacher … 

It is a pleasure to present to you our Sixth Form Handbook. I hope you will find its contents useful 
when deciding which pathway to take following your GCSE examinations. Being educated in the 
sixth form of a secondary school is a special opportunity, and at Ysgol Dyffryn Aman we are proud 
of the numbers of students returning to us to experience life in the sixth form. We cater for students 
with a wide range of abilities and aspirations. The emphasis is on the individual, and we 
endeavour to do our best to meet the needs of all pupils, with a range of courses suitable for the 
academic person and the more vocational learner. Our excellent facilities, together with a 
motivated and supportive staff, enable students to be educated in a caring and inspiring 
environment. Our aim is to nurture confident, bilingual citizens who will be empowered to step into 
the wider world armed with the necessary skills and knowledge to succeed. We demand the 
highest standards from our sixth form students and expect them to act as role models for other 
pupils, adhering to all school rules and promoting an ethos of high expectations regarding 
behaviour and engagement. In our daily activities, we expect everyone to actively promote the 
school’s mission statement “Parched pob byw ei orchwyl”. (Let us all respect endeavour). I ask 
every student to always give of their best- for themselves, for the school and for the wider 
community, so that they may face the challenges of the future with confidence, resilience and 
enthusiasm. We look forward to welcoming you to our sixth form in September, when new 
opportunities and memorable experiences await you at Ysgol Dyffryn Aman. 

Mrs Nerys Nicholas  

Headteacher 

 

The Sixth Form Team ...  

 

    

Mr Ceri Evans 
Assistant Headteacher 

Mrs Lynne Llewelyn 
Year Tutor 

Mr Dylan Lewis 
Year Tutor 

Mr Steve Haggett 
Welsh Baccalaureate  

Co-ordinator 
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Class of 2019 
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Which Route - Options at 16 
 

Now is the time to start thinking about what you are going to do after your GCSE examinations. 
 
There are lots of different ways for your child to train or continue their education. It's important 
they decide on a direction that's right for them. For many young people, making their post-16 
choices is the first time they make important decisions which affect their future. 
 
All young people in the UK are able to access some form of post-16 education or training. They 
can: 

● study full-time in a school sixth form, at a college or with a training provider 
● take an apprenticeship or traineeship 
● work or volunteer while studying or training part-time 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Routes at Ysgol Dyffryn Aman 
There are two pathways available for students wishing to continue their education in the SixthForm 
at Ysgol Dyffryn Aman, the Yellow Route and the Green Route. 
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Choice of Sixth Form Course 
 
GCSE Point Scores In advising students as to the most suitable choice of post-16 
courses/programmes of study, we use a GCSE ‘Point Score’ as a benchmark.  
The Score is made up from the best six GCSE grades achieved by the student using the following 
scale:-  

 

Grade    Points 

A*  -  8 Points 

A  -  7 Points 

B  -  6 Points 

C  -  5 Points 

D  -  4 Points 

E  -  3 Points 

F  -  2 Points 

G  -  1 Points 

 
 
 
This process has been used successfully over a number of years and proved to be an accurate 
predictor of likely success through the various possible routes of study.  
 
Yellow Route -   

● To study 4 A Level subjects over 2 years - 42 points (minimum) including Maths & English 
(following consultation)   

● To Study 3 A Level subjects over 2 years - 30 points (minimum) including Maths & English  
 

 
Green Route -   

● To study a green route a point score of 30 points from at least 6 separate subjects  
 

 
N.B. Although, as stated above, these ’scores’ are good predictors of likely success upon entry 
into the Sixth Form, each student is treated as an individual and the post GCSE interview is a very 
important process. Parents are welcome to be present at these interviews. (Thursday 20th and 
Friday 21st August, 2020)  
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Yellow Route … 
The Yellow Pathway is available for students who have the level 2+ qualification at GCSE ( in other 
words they have five GCSEs at C grade or higher including both Maths and English or Welsh First 
Language). Alongside this there is a requirement of 30 points from the best 6 GCSE grades. The 
pathway is a two year commitment with an AS qualification achieved in the first year and an A 
level in the second. The students following this pathway are advised to choose three A level 
subjects – one each from any one of four option blocks. There are a variety of 
vocational/traditional subjects available. There will be 8 timetabled lessons with a teacher for 
each subject with a further 2 timetabled lessons in each subject in order that students can work 
independently. In exceptional circumstances there is some leeway for a student to study 4 A level 
courses – this will be the exception rather than the rule. However if a student has 42 points and 
can justify a specific further educational requirement in an interview with the Head of Sixth form it 
will be considered, after the results in August. In some cases, students who have not achieved a 
level 2+ may well be considered for this pathway. Again it will be after an interview and the 
candidate will have to have achieved at least a B grade in the other core subject. Students in the 
Yellow Pathway can choose one subject at most that is available from the green pathway if they 
wish to supplement 2 choices in yellow. 
 
Yellow Route Courses … 
 
 

Biology  Geography  Art & Design  English Language & 
Literature 

Chemistry  History  Drama  English Literature 

Physics  Religious Education  Music  French 

Geology  Psychology  Product Design  German 

Mathematics  Sociology  Fashion & Textiles  Welsh 1st Language 

Further Mathematics    Physical Education  Welsh 2nd Language 
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Green Route 

The Green Pathway is a new development in the curriculum at Ysgol Dyffryn Aman. It has been 
designed to meet the needs of students who have achieved five GCSE grades at C grade or 
higher but have only one of the core subjects of Maths and English or Welsh First Language at the 
C grade or higher. 

The expectation is 30 points from their best 6 GCSE grades. The course is a two year commitment. 
The courses on offer are in the main BTEC courses at level 3 which are equivalent to A levels and 
Advanced Vocational courses. This qualification is accepted by Universities, the work involved is to 
the same standard but the assessment includes portfolio work rather than examination only. 
Grades in these courses vary from pass and merit to distinction. 

Students who choose this pathway will have a very clear idea of the type of courses they wish to 
study beyond school and the type of vocation they wish to enter. These courses will develop the 
skills and provide the qualifications needed to progress beyond school. 

In the Green Pathway students will choose a suite of complementary subjects that will provide an 
overall skill in a certain vocational path. Courses will have 10 contact hours with a teacher and 
students will also have 2 lessons where they are timetabled to work independently. 

Students will choose two subjects in one of three option blocks, and will also have to do resit 
classes in English and/or maths if a C grade or higher has not been achieved. 

A few of these courses are offered in partnership with other institutions. Any partner course will be 
offered in Option 4. Engineering is formally run at Ysgol Dyffryn Aman on Thursday and at the Graig 
Campus in Llanelli on Mondays.  Construction and the Built Environment  is fully provided by Coleg 
Sir Gar at the Ammanford Campus. 
 
Green Route Options ... 
 
 

Medical Science  Travel & Tourism  Music Technology 

Computing  Business  Engineering 

Food Science & Nutrition  Health & Social Care  Construction & The Built 
Environment 

Computer Aided Design  Sport   
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Option Combinations … 
 

Some suggested combinations for the green route, or a mixture of the Green & yellow route could 
be  
 
 

Construction 
Industry 

 

Medical Science 
Physics 

Geography 

ICT 
Maths 

Product Design  Construction & 
The Built 

Environment 

 

Engineering 
Industry 

 

Medical Science 
Physics 

ICT 
Maths 

Product Design 
Chemistry 

Engineering 

 

Health / Care 
Industry 

 

Medical Science  Health & Social 
Care 

Sociology  Psychology 
Biology 

 

Leisure / 
Hospitality 
Industry 

Medical Science 
Geography 

History 

Travel &Tourism  Food, Science & 
Nutrition 

PE 
Sport 

 

Media / Arts 
Industry 

 

Art & Design 
Drama 
History 

ICT 
Computing 

Music 
Technology 

Music 

Product Design 
Fashion & Textiles 

CAD 
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Welsh Baccalaureate Qualification  
 
The new revised Welsh Baccalaureate was introduced in September 2015 and at several levels. 
The new and more rigorous Welsh Baccalaureate is based on a Skills Challenge Certificate and 
Supporting Qualifications. The primary aim is to promote essential skills for employment and to 
provide opportunities through three Challenges (Community Challenge, Global Citizenship and 
Enterprise) and an Individual Project. The WBQ will be graded A*-C and UCAS points will be 
awarded accordingly. Here is a summary of the qualification needs: 
 
 

 
 

 
Welsh Bacc has been timetabled for 4 contact lessons and 2 supported self study lessons in year 
12 where the students will cover the course requirements and gain support for the assessment. In 
year 13, 2 lessons will be timetabled towards ensuring that support is given for the Individual 
project. 
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Careers and Guidance 

Introduction 

We continue to build on previous years, using interview simulations to reinforce confidence in our 
students. Assistance in A level results counselling is also offered. 

Resources 

Various resources, including prospectuses, sponsorship, computer programmes and careers 
information are available through Head of Sixth Form or Careers Officer. 

The Careers Officer(s) will carry out individual interviews with students and will be available 
throughout the year as required. 

Work Experience 

All Sixth-Form students are encouraged to undertake relevant work placements. Universities view 
such experience as vital for admission to some degree courses. 

Special Events 

All students are encouraged to attend relevant presentations and careers events. 

Conclusion 

Careers Guidance is personal to you, please make the most of this opportunity. 
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Entry to Sixth Form Checklist 
 
In order to secure entry to Ysgol Dyffryn Aman’s Sixth Form I will need to: 
 
● Have the necessary qualifications 
● Have a good attendance record (at least 90%) 
● Have an excellent punctuality record (rarely late) 
● Have shown a very good attitude and effort in year 11 
● Have had an interview with a senior member of staff 
● Have been recommended by Form Teacher / HOY 11 
● Have met deadlines regularly 
 

Information Events 

Important events leading up to Sixth Form Entry 
Students will receive presentations relating to studying in the Sixth Form together with an 
opportunity to listen to the experiences of current Sixth Form Students. 
 
 

Parent/Guardian Information Evening  -  Thursday 30th January 2020 

GCSE Results  -  Thursday 20th August 2020 

Student / Parent/Guardian Consultations  -  Thursday 20th August 2020 

Student / Parent/Guardian Consultations  -  Friday 21st August 2020 

Start of Academic Year 2020/21  -  Wednesday 2nd September 2020 

 

The Option Groups 

Courses will only run if there is sufficient demand. 

If a course is oversubscribed, places will be allocated according to suitability for the course. 
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Subject:  Art / Photography   QAN code: 601/5290/4 

Exam Board: WJEC 

Why study this course? What will I learn? 

Creativity is the first word that is likely to pop into someone’s head when they hear 
the terms Art and Photography. Both require creative minds and they make for 
exciting careers too! The WJEC A level in Fine Art / Photography is designed to 
provide engaging, challenging and meaningful learning experiences through a 
flexible structure that stretches the sequential and incremental development of 
creative practice. Leading on from GCSE, the course fosters imagination, creativity 
and thinking outside the box; while encouraging learners to be independent and 
resourceful. Learners also gain a sense of self awareness and expression, along with 
the freedom to be innovative within their work. 

How will I be assessed? 

AS - Unit 1- Personal Creative Enquiry. 
Non -exam assessment. 

40% of qualification - 160 marks. 

 

A2 - Unit 2 - Personal Investigation. 
Non - exam assessment. 

36% of qualification - 160 marks. 

 

A2 - Unit 3 - Externally Set Assignment. Non - exam assessment. 

24% of qualification. Part 1 - Preparatory study period. Part 2 - Period of sustained 
focus work - 100 marks. 
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Progression Route: 

Teacher – Primary/ Secondary 
Creative Director of a magazine 
Artist – Painter, Sculptor, Printmaker  
Photographer 
Film Director 
Studio Technician  
Web Designer 
Graphic Designer 
Art Curator 
Art Therapist 
Art Director 
Art Agent/Business Manager 
Commercial Artist 
Animator 
Interior Designer 

Where can I find out more information on the subject? What staff can I speak to? 

WJEC website - https://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/art-and-design/ 

Mrs Carrie Jones - Head of Department. Room 714 
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Subject:  Medical Science Applied Diploma (level 3)  QAN code: 601/7644/1 

Exam Board: WJEC 

Why Study this Course? What will I Learn? 

Medical Science is the science of dealing with the maintenance of health and the 
prevention and treatment of diseases. The level 3 applied diploma in medical science 
is for learners who are interested in careers related to healthcare and medical 
research.  

Medical scientists are at the forefront of healthcare services, as they are vital in the 
diagnosis of disease, determining the effectiveness of treatments and searching for 
new cures. 

The main purpose of the qualification is to provide learners with the knowledge, 
understanding and skills in key scientific principles to support progress to higher 
education or employment in areas of medical science, such as job roles in 
physiological sciences or clinical laboratory services. The qualification covers the key 
topic areas of health, physiology and disease, as well as providing the opportunity to 
study the areas of pharmacology, physiological measurement, clinical testing and 
medical research. 

How will I be assessed? 

Learners are required to complete 6 units:  

• Human health and disease  
• Physiological measurement techniques  
• Medical Science research methods  
• Medicines and treatment of disease  
• Clinical laboratory techniques  
• Medical case study  

Two of these units will be assessed by external exams and a third by an externally set 
task.  The remaining three units will be internally assessed. 
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Progression Route: 

This course is available for pupils who have passed either triple (grades CCC) or 
double (grades CC) science, it is not suitable for pupils who studied single applied 
science.  You should also have passed both maths and English. 

Job roles such as those within the areas of life sciences, i.e. carrying out a range of 
laboratory and scientific tests to support the diagnosis and treatment of disease, this 
could include microscopic examination of tissue samples, analysis of blood cells to 
investigate anaemia or analysis of samples to identify the cause of an infection.  

Alternatively there would also be opportunities to progress to job roles within the 
physiological sciences, working directly with patients, measuring and evaluating 
particular organ and systems, such as scientists working in neurophysiology recording 
the electrical activity in the brain.  

The Level 3 applied diploma in medical science will enable progression to higher 
education to a range of applied science programmes, such as biomedical science, 
life sciences, and physiology. 

 

Where can I find out more information on the subject? What staff can I speak to? 

WJEC website 

Miss Tracey Lewis (teacher in charge) 
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Subject:  BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate 
in Sport 

QAN code: 601/7218/6 

Exam Board: Pearsons 

Why Study this Course? What will I Learn? 

The Pearson BTEC National Extended Certificate in Sport is an Applied General 
qualification for post-16 learners who want to continue their education through 
applied learning and who aim to progress to higher education and ultimately 
employment in the sport sector. The qualification is equivalent in size to one A Level. 

The content of this qualification has been developed in consultation with academics 
to ensure that it supports progression to higher education. Employers and professional 
bodies have also been involved and consulted to confirm that the content is 
appropriate and consistent with current practice for learners who may choose to 
enter employment directly in the sport sector. 

Learners will study three mandatory units:  

● Unit 1: Anatomy and Physiology  
● Unit 2: Fitness Training and Programming for Health, Sport and Well-being  
● Unit 3: Professional Development in the Sports Industry.  

Learners will also choose one optional unit from a range which has been designed to 
support choices in progression to sport courses in higher education, and to link with 
relevant occupational areas. 

How will I be assessed? 

Unit  Type of assessment 

Unit 1: Anatomy and Physiology  ● Written examination set and 
marked by Pearson.  

● 1.5 hours.  
● 80 marks. 

Unit 2: Fitness Training and Programming 
for Health, Sport and Well-being 

● A task set and marked by Pearson 
and completed under supervised 
conditions.  

● In Part A, learners will be given a 
case study one week before a 
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supervised assessment period in 
order to carry out preparation.  

● In Part B, the supervised assessment 
period is 2.5 hours as timetabled by 
Pearson.   

● Written submission.  
● 60 marks.  

Unit 3: Professional Development in the 
Sports Industry 

Internally assessed through assignments 

Optional units – learners complete 1 unit 

Unit 4: Sports Leadership  
Unit 5: Application of Fitness Testing  
Unit 6: Sports Psychology  
Unit 7: Practical Sports Performance 

 
Internally assessed through assignments 

 

Progression Route: 
The qualification carries UCAS points and is recognised by higher education providers 
as contributing to meeting admission requirements for many courses if taken 
alongside other qualifications as part of a two-year programme of study. It combines 
well with a large number of subjects and supports entry to higher education courses in 
a very wide range of disciplines (depending on the subjects taken alongside). For 
learners who wish to study an aspect of sport in higher education, opportunities 
include:  

● BA (Hons) in Sport Studies and Business, if taken alongside A Levels in Business and 
Maths  

● BSC (Hons) in Sport Psychology, if taken alongside an A Level in Psychology  
● BA (Hons) in Sports Education and Special and Inclusive Education, if taken 

alongside an A Level in English Language  
● BA (Hons) in Sport and Exercise Science 

Where can I find out more information on the subject? What staff can I speak to? 

If you have any questions feel free to come and speak to any member of the PE                                 
department. Mrs Slater & Mr Bowen are available most lunchtimes in room 418. 

If you’d prefer to look online you can look at the specification: 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/BTEC-Nationals/Sport/20161/spe
cification-and-sample-assessments/9781446938096_BTEC_Nat_ExtCert_Sport_SPEC.pdf 
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Subject:  Biology  QAN code: 601/5846/3  

Exam Board: WJEC  

Why Study this Course? What will I Learn? 

To develop essential knowledge and understanding of different areas of Biology 
including: human anatomy, plant science, genetics and the environment. You will 
develop and demonstrate a deeper 
appreciation of the skills and knowledge used 
in Biology. You will develop competence and 
confidence in mathematical and problem 
solving skills. Throughout the course you will 
appreciate how society makes decisions 
about biological issues and how Biology 
contributes to the success of the economy 
and society.  

How will I be assessed? 

Examinations test not only your subject knowledge, but also skills associated with how 
you use that knowledge. These skills will be described in the assessment objectives 
and examination questions are written to reflect them.  

AS comprised of: 

Unit 1: Biochemistry and cell organisation (20%) and Unit 2 Biodiversity and physiology 
of body systems (20%) making up 40% of the total marks for A-Level. Each unit is 
assessed in 1 h 30 mins exam of 80 marks.  

A2 Comprised of:  

Unit 3: Energy and Homeostasis and the environment (25%) 2 h exam of  90 Marks.   

Unit 4: Variation and Inheritance and options (25%)  2 h exam of 90 marks.   

Unit 5: Practical examination, a 2 hour practical task and a 1 hour practical analysis 
task (10%) 
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Progression Route: 

This course is available for pupils who have passed either triple (minimum grades BBB) 
or double (minimum grades BB) 
science at higher tier, it is not suitable 
for pupils who studied single applied 
science.  You should also have passed 
both maths (grade B) and English 
(grade C). 

A Level Biology is usually studied with 
other science-based subjects and can 
lead to the following degree course: Biomedical Sciences 

● Biochemistry, 
● Dentistry,  
● Dietetics, 
● Earth Sciences,  
● Environmental Science,  
● Forensic Science,  
● Geology,  
● Medical Science,  
● Medicine,  
● Nursing,  
● Pharmacy,  
● Physiotherapy,  
● Sports  
● Science,  
● Veterinary Science. 

It is a particularly good choice for people who want to pursue a career in health and 
clinical professions. 

Where can I find out more information on the subject? What staff can I speak to? 

WJEC Website 

Mr Finney and Miss Edwards 
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Subject:  Business - BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma  QAN code: 500/6750/3 

Exam Board: Pearson BTEC  

Why Study this Course? What will I Learn? 

The BTEC qualification is designed to give learners the knowledge, understanding and 
skills that they need to prepare for employment. On successful completion of a BTEC 
level 3 qualification, a learner can progress to or within employment and/or continue 
their study in the same, or a related vocational area.  The BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary 
Diploma is equivalent to one A-level. 

The four core units in the subsidiary diploma give learners an introduction to and 
understanding of the business environment, management of resources, marketing 
and communication – all fundamental to the success of business organisations. 

The other two units, studied in Year 13, can be chosen from a wide range of optional 
units. 

Mandatory Units: 

Unit 1 - The Business Environment 
Unit 2 - Business Resources 
Unit 3 - Introduction to Marketing 
Unit 4 - Business Communication 

Optional Units: 

Choose 2 from numerous areas including Accounting, Marketing, Human resources, 
Management, Law, Administration, Retail, Logistics, General business topics 

How will I be assessed? 

Each unit of work includes 2 - 3 assignments.  Over the two years, there will be a total 
of 18 assignments to complete.  There are no exams in this course. 

The assessment approach of the BTEC qualifications in Business allows learners to 
receive feedback on their progress throughout the course as they provide evidence 
towards the assessment and grading criteria.  
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Evidence for assessment may be generated through a range of diverse activities 
including assignment and project work, case studies, workplace assessment, role play 
and oral presentation. Delivery strategies reflect the nature of work within the business 
sector by encouraging learners to research and carry out assessment in a workplace 
or in simulated working conditions wherever possible.  

Progression Route: 

The BTEC qualifications in Business provide a route to employment into the many 
diverse areas of business. These could include:  

● roles in specialist areas such as management, marketing, finance, customer service 
or human resources in large organisations  

● a more generic role in a small local business. 

Alternatively students may choose to continue their studies in Business or many of the 
specialist fields available at university level. 
 

Where can I find out more information on the subject? What staff can I speak to? 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/BTEC-Nationals/Business/2010/S
pecification/9781446934241_BTEC_90c_L3_Business_Iss4.pdf 

Mrs Ffion M Davies (room 413) 
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Subject:  CAD (Computer Aided Design)  QAN code: 601/5114/6 

Exam Board: City & Guilds 

Why Study this Course? What will I Learn? 
CAD is a subject that has become widely used in many different industries. The skills 
that you will develop will help to gain employment as a CAD Draughtsperson in areas 
such as Manufacturing, Engineering design, Medical, Sports and many more and It 
could also help you to progress into similar courses within higher education. 
 
Ysgol Dyffryn Aman is the only Secondary school in Carmarthenshire that teaches the 
Parametric Modelling course. It is an amazing opportunity for Sixth Form students to 
learn this unique subject; as it is a course designed for employees who need to either 
brush up on their CAD skills or become trained competent staff. 
 
Students in Year 12 wishing to study Parametric 
Modelling will have an ideal opportunity to start working 
with a CAD software called Autodesk Inventor, creating 
3D components and assemblies from 2D sketches. This is 
a popular, industrial standard software which is used 
world wide. 
This first year of the Sixth Form will allow the students to 
build on their limited knowledge and understanding for 
the subject.  
 
During Year 13, students will be registered onto the Level 
3 CAD Parametric Modelling course as they express 
their competency skills with the CAD software. This is for 
those who want to develop specialist 2D/3D design skills, 
who already have a background in Computing, Product 
Design, or have chosen Engineering as an option. 
 

How will I be assessed? 
The students will be assessed through  two practical assignments and short answer 
questions and can either qualify with a Pass, Merit or Distinction. It must be noted 
however, that this is not an A Level qualification and is a Level 3 vocational subject. It is 
however, a subject that is vital for those who wish to pursue a career or higher 
education in the industrial fields previously mentioned. 
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Progression Route: 

If you want to pursue a career in Design and Engineering after the course, then the 
most appropriate route to university would be with a suite of appropriate A Level 
subjects such as Product Design and Engineering. 

Jobs related to the course include: 

● Product designer 
● CAD technician 
● Furniture designer 
● Architecture and planning 
● Automotive engineer 
● Design engineer 

Where can I find out more information on the subject? What staff can I speak to? 

Mr Damian Jones (HoD) in room 711 and Ms Elizabeth Atkinson in room 709. 

https://www.cityandguilds.com/qualifications-and-apprenticeships/engineering/mec
hanical/7689-computer-aided-design#tab=information 
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Subject:  Chemistry  QAN code:  

Exam Board: WJEC 

Why Study this Course? What will I Learn? 

The WJEC A level in Chemistry provides a broad, coherent, satisfying and worthwhile 
course of study. It encourages learners to develop confidence in, and a positive 
attitude towards, chemistry and to recognise its importance in their own lives and to 
society.  

Studying this A level in Chemistry encourages learners to:   

● develop essential knowledge and understanding of different areas of the subject 
and how they relate to each other   

● develop and demonstrate a deep appreciation of the skills, knowledge and 
understanding of scientific methods   

● develop competence and confidence in a variety of practical, mathematical 
and problem solving skills  

●  develop their interest in and enthusiasm for the subject, including developing an 
interest in further study and careers associated with the subject   

● understand how society makes decisions about scientific issues and how the 
sciences contribute to the success of the economy and society.  

 

How will I be assessed? 

Throughout the course there will be regular assessed homework tasks and end of topic 
tests to track and monitor progress in the course.  

At the end of year 12 there are two external examinations, both are 1.5 hours long 
and each contributes 20% of the mark towards the full A-level course: 

Unit 1 - Structure of matter, chemical reactions and mole calculations.  

Unit 2 - Energy, rate and carbon containing compounds. 
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To gain a full A-level there are a further 3 units to complete in year 13.  

Unit 3 - Physical and inorganic chemistry. 1hr 45 min examination contributing 25% of 
the final mark. 

Unit 4 - Organic chemistry and analysis. 1hr 45 minute examination contributing 25% of 
the final mark. 

Unit 5 - Practical examination and written paper. Contributes 10% of the final mark. 

Progression Route: 

This course is available for pupils who have passed either triple (minimum grades BBB) 
or double (minimum grades BB) science at higher tier, it is not suitable for pupils who 
studied single applied science.  You should also have passed both maths (grade B) 
and English (grade C). 

The specification builds on prior knowledge and skills developed in the G.C.S.E 
Science and Chemistry courses.  

 
The A-level specification provides the required knowledge to study Chemistry at 
degree level and in related areas such as medicine, veterinary science, pharmacy, 
biochemistry and chemical engineering. 
 
The course develops a wide range of knowledge and skills that will allow students 
direct entry into many Chemistry based careers but will also allow access to courses 
such as law, teaching, nursing and numerous other degree and non degree based 
courses.  
 
Further information on progression with an A-level in Chemistry can be found by 
visiting Careers Wales and the Royal Society of Chemistry website “A Future in 
Chemistry.” 

Where can I find out more information on the subject? What staff can I speak to? 

W.J.E.C Website 

Royal Society of Chemistry 

Careers Wales 

Mr C Davies, Mrs K Dunton, Mrs L Owens 
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Subject:  Cymraeg Ail iaith  QAN code:  

Exam Board: CBAC (WJEC) 

Why Study this Course? What will I Learn? 

Bydd astudio’r Gymraeg yn rhoi cyfle i chi wneud cysylltiadau rhwng gwahanol 
elfennau'r pwnc a darparu sylfaen addas er mwyn rhoi’r cyfle i barhau i astudio neu 
ddefnyddio’r  iaith yn y dyfodol. Yn wir, mae ystod eang a chyffrous o gyfleoedd yn 
aros amdanat os wnei di ddewis astudio’r Gymraeg. Gyda galw cynyddol am weithlu 
proffesiynol, dwyieithog gall astudio’r Gymraeg arwain at bosibiliadau cyffrous i ti ym 
maes darlledu, y celfyddydau, gwleidyddiaeth, addysg a llawer llawer mwy. 

How will I be assessed? 

Ceir 3 Uned ym mlwyddyn 12 

UNED 1 - Arholiad Llafar 

Adran A : Astudio a thrafod ffilm 

UNED 2 - Asesiad diarholiad 

Uned 3 - Arholiad ysgrifenedig 

 

Ceir 3 Uned ym mlwyddyn 13 

Uned 4 - Arholiad Llafar 

Uned 5 - Arholiad ysgrifenedeig (2 awr) 

Y Gymraeg yn y gymdeithas a thrawsieithu 

Uned 6 - Arholiad ysgrifenedig (2 awr) 

Cwestiwn iaith ac ymateb i stori fer. 
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Progression Route: 
Mae astudio’r Gymraeg fel pwnc yn fantais amlwg wrth ymgeisio am bob swydd yng 
Nghymru a thu hwnt.  

 

Where can I find out more information on the subject? What staff can I speak to? 

Os am fwy o wybodaeth ynglyn a’r cwrs, gallwch gysylltu gyda’r Adran Gymraeg 
a/neu darllen y fanyeb ar wefan CBAC. 
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Subject:  Cymraeg Mamiath  QAN code:  

Exam Board: CBAC 

Why Study this Course? What will I Learn? 

Bydd astudio’r Gymraeg yn rhoi cyfle i ti wneud cysylltiadau rhwng gwahanol 
elfennau'r pwnc a darparu sylfaen addas er mwyn rhoi’r cyfle i barhau i astudio neu 
ddefnyddio’r  iaith yn y dyfodol. Yn wir, mae ystod eang a chyffrous o gyfleoedd yn 
aros amdanat os wnei di ddewis astudio’r Gymraeg. Gyda galw cynyddol am weithlu 
proffesiynol, dwyieithog gall astudio’r Gymraeg arwain at bosibiliadau cyffrous i ti ym 
maes darlledu, y celfyddydau, gwleidyddiaeth, addysg a llawer llawer mwy. 

Mae UG a Safon Uwch mewn Cymraeg (Iaith Gyntaf) yn annog dysgwyr i : 

Ddangos diddordeb, pleser a brwdfrydedd wrth astudio'r Gymraeg  • cyfathrebu'n 
gywir ac yn rhugl ar lafar ac yn ysgrifenedig mewn ystod eang o sefyllfaoedd a 
chyd-destunau  • ysgrifennu'n greadigol a ffeithiol i amrywiaeth o bwrpasau  • 
dadansoddi testunau cyfarwydd ac anghyfarwydd yn annibynnol • gwrando ac 
ymateb i farn eraill wrth fynegi safbwynt  • mynegi barn annibynnol, yn seiliedig ar 
wybodaeth a dealltwriaeth o ystod o destunau llenyddol a ffeithiol  • ymateb yn glir, 
yn berthnasol, yn hyderus ac yn strwythuredig • cyfrannu’n hyderus i weithgarwch 
mewn cymdeithas yn yr unfed ganrif ar hugain. 

How will I be assessed? 

Blwyddyn 12 

Ceir tair uned uwch gyfrannol 

UNED 1-Llafar 

Adran A: Trafod ffilm 
Adran B : Trafod Drama                              15% 

UNED 2 - Asesiad Diarholiad 

Adran A: Ysgrifennu darn estynedig yn dilyn ffurf benodol 
Adran B: Traethawd neu araith yn mynegi barn am bwnc arbennig         10% 
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UNED 3 - Papur Ysgrifenedig:Arholiad 2 awr 

Adran A: Cwestiwn Iaith 
Adran B : Cwestiwn traethawd ar farddoniaeth yr Ugeinfed Ganrif ar hugain.      15% 

Blwyddyn 13 

Ceir tair uned ym mlwyddyn 13 

UNED 4 - Llafar 

Adran A : Trafod nofel  
Adran B : Asesiad Synoptig                           20% 

UNED 5 - Arholiad ysgrifenedig (2 awr) 

Adran A :Rhyddiaith yr Oesoedd Canol 
Adran B : Yr Hengerdd a’r Cywyddau                20% 

Uned 6 - Arholiad ysgrifenedig (2awr) 

Adran A : Gwerthfawrogi Rhyddiaith neu farddoniaeth nas astudiwyd o’r blaen a 
gwneud cysylltiad a thestunau perthnasol 
Adran B : Y Gymraeg mewn cyd-destun              20% 

Progression Route: 
Mae astudio’r Gymraeg fel pwnc yn fantais amlwg wrth ymgeisio am bob swydd yng 
Nghymru a thu hwnt.  

Where can I find out more information on the subject? What staff can I speak to? 

Cysylltwch ag athrawon yr Adran Gymraeg am fwy o wybodaeth neu darllenwch y 
fanyleb ar wefan CBAC o dan y pwnc ‘Cymraeg Iaith Gyntaf’ 
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Subject: Drama  QAN code:  

Exam Board: WJEC 

Why Study this Course? What will I Learn? 

The As and A level Drama and Theatre course assesses your engagement with play 

texts and your practical skills as an actor, designer and director. The theoretical and 

practical elements of A level Drama and Theatre make it both a challenging and a 

very rewarding subject.  

This subject requires skills in two different areas: practical and theoretical. Not only do 

you need to enjoy reading, and be able to write essays, but you also need a 

commitment to live theatre and a capacity to work collaboratively on the  practical 

elements of the course. 

How will I be assessed? 

AS Unit 1: Theatre Workshop 24% 

You will participate in the creation, development and performance of a piece of 
theatre based on a reinterpretation of an extract from a text chosen from a list 
supplied by WJEC. This piece must be developed using the techniques and working 
methods of either an influential theatre practitioner or a recognised theatre 
company.  

As part of the unit, you will produce: 

a realisation of the performance or design, a creative log and an evaluation 

AS AS Unit 2: Text in Theatre (16%) 

During the AS course, you will study one play from a choice offered to the school by 
the WJEC, and you will answer a series of questions based on the set text. You will be 
able to take a clean copy of the text into the exam with you.  
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A2 Unit 3: Text in Action (36%) 

You will participate in the creation, development and performance of two pieces of 
theatre based on a stimulus supplied by WJEC: a devised piece using the techniques 
and working methods of either an influential theatre practitioner or a recognised 
theatre company and an extract from a text in a different style chosen by the learner. 
A visiting examiner will assess the performance. Learners must realise their 
performance live for the visiting examiner. Within one week of completion of the 
practical work, you will be required to produce a process and evaluation report.  

A2 Unit 4: Text in Performance (24%) 

During the A Level course, you will study two plays from a choice offered to the school 
by the WJEC, and you will answer a series of questions based on both set texts. You 
will be able to take a clean copy of the texts into the exam with you.  

Progression Route: 

● Actor or Director 
● Designer 
● Stage manager 
● Lighting / sound technician 
● Teacher (Primary / Secondary) 

Where can I find out more information on the subject? What staff can I speak to? 

Mrs Fiona Elias - Head of Department 
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Subject:  Engineering L3 Subsidiary Diploma in 
Engineering Technologies 

QAN code: 601/5799/9 

Exam Board: EAL 

Why Study this Course? What will I Learn? 

● The EAL Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma in Engineering Technologies is a course 
designed for candidates who enjoy Engineering and already possess a Level 2 
Engineering PEO qualification plus GCSEs in Maths and English. The course is run 
between Ysgol Dyffryn Aman and Coleg Sir Gar. There are Five units to the course, 
four units are taught in school with one unit taught at Coleg Sir Gar in Llanelli. The 
units are: 

● Health and Safety 
● CAD 
● Mechanical Principles 
● Turning 
● Engineering Communications 

 How will I be assessed? (Each unit is assessed separately) 

● Health and Safety, assessed through a 
multiple choice online examination. 

● CAD, assessed through CAD drawing 
assignments and a written examination. 

● Mechanical Principles, assessed through 
two written examinations and one 
assignment 

● Turning, assessed through practical 
assignments and one written examination. 

● Engineering Communications, assessed 
through four assignments. 
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Progression Route: 

The EAL Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma in Engineering Technologies is a Vocational 
Related Qualification (VRQ). It has been specifically designed for learners undertaking 
specific pathways within an advanced Apprenticeship or 16-19 year old learners in full 
time education who are interested in pursuing a career in the engineering sector, 
including occupations and job roles such as:  

● maintenance engineer,  
● mechanical engineer,  
● welder and/or fabricator,  
● electrical and/or electronic engineer.  

The qualification may also be suitable for pupils using it within a suit of other 
qualifications, such as A levels for University and further education. 

Where can I find out more information on the subject? What staff can I speak to? 

Speak to Mr Mark Thomas in Engineering or visit EAL online for more for more 
information. 
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Subject:  English Language & Literature  QAN code:  

Exam Board: WJEC 

Why Study this Course? What will I Learn?  

Most students choose to take English Language and Literature A level because they 
enjoy reading or because they enjoy studying English at GCSE which is great! 
However, this particular GCE is very different from the English Language GCSE that 
you will have experienced. A far more linguistic approach is taken to microscopically 
analyse some of the most significant Literature ever published, ranging from George 
Orwell to Shakespeare and American Literature.  This is an opportunity to spend two 
years learning about, and taking pleasure in, literature, language, culture, and history 
- “the best that has been thought and said!” Studying English Language and 
Literature can involve reading almost anything in all of the usual forms – novels, prose, 
poetry, and drama – you will also have an element of choice about what you read 
and study for coursework including the opportunity for creative writing. This course will 
teach you how to read the text attentively and analyse its construction and effect. 

How will I be assessed?  

Year 12 consists of two external examinations unit; one paper examines poetry analysis 
(Pre 1914 Poetry Anthology) and creative writing and the other examines prose 
(George Orwell) and drama (A Streetcar Named Desire) analysis. 

Year 13 consists of three units. Two units take the form of external assessment; one 
assessing Shakespeare’s Othello and the other American Literature. The internal 
assessment coursework unit explores the relationship between novels within the same 
genre and also provides a further opportunity for independent creative writing. 

Progression Route:  

Facilitating subjects are a handful of A-level subjects commonly asked for in 
universities’ entry requirements, regardless of the course you’re applying to – this 
makes them a good choice to keep your degree options open. English Language 
and Literature is considered a facilitating subject which any university will welcome as 
this qualification demonstrates your ability to be able to effectively communicate to a 
high standard in both written and spoken contexts and be able to analyse, synthesise 
and critically evaluate sources and texts - all valuable skills.  
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More specifically, those who have studied an English A level at Ysgol Dyffryn Aman 
have gone on to find successful employment in Film and Media, Publishing, 
Advertising, Speech Therapy, Politics, Business, Medicine, Physiotherapy, Law…. to 
name just a few. 

 

Where can I find out more information on the subject? What staff can I speak to? 

If you are interested in this Linguistic based course, speak to Mrs McNeill, Mrs Roberts or 
Mr Williams within the English Department. 
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Subject:  English Literature  QAN code:  

Exam Board: WJEC 

Why Study this Course? What will I Learn? 

Literature helps explore and analyse some of life's greatest questions and assists young 
people in gaining the skills required for a deeper thought process to life. The lessons 
and messages passed on in an English Literature class include critical thinking, 
analytical skills and creative expertise. It provides a broad and powerful range of 
abilities that carry into the future through all careers, making English Literature a rare 
and crucial subject. It explores expression and communication with students and 
often involves class discussions that help with public speaking and self-confidence. 
English Literature can also encourage philosophical debate and diplomatic responses 
to a wide variety of issues. You will study the most influential texts containing timeless 
themes in poetry, novels and drama. If you enjoyed English Literature GCSE, this 
course takes it to the next level,  encouraging more independent thought and 
personal engagement. 

How will I be assessed? 

In Year 12 you will study two units, both assessed through external examination. One 
unit will assess poetry analysis (Owen Sheers and Seamus Heaney)and the other will 
asses prose and drama analysis (Jane Eyre and A Streetcar Named Desire). 

In Year 13 you will study three units, two of which will be externally assessed. One unit 
will assess students’ analysis of Christina Rossetti and the other will assess student’s 
understanding of Shakespeare’s Hamlet. The third unit is an independent study 
assessment, requiring students to analyse a pre-2000 and post-2000 Literature text. 

Progression Route: Facilitating subjects are a handful of A-level subjects commonly 
asked for in universities’ entry requirements, regardless of the course you’re applying to 
– this makes them a good choice to keep your degree options open. English Literature 
is considered a facilitating subject which any university will welcome as this 
qualification demonstrates your ability to be able to effectively communicate to a 
high standard in both written and spoken contexts and be able to analyse, synthesise 
and critically evaluate sources and texts - all valuable skills.  
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More specifically, those who have studied an English A level at Ysgol Dyffryn Aman 
have gone on to find successful employment in Film and Media, Advertising, 
Publishing, Politics, Business, Medicine, Physiotherapy or Law…. to name just a few. 

Where can I find out more information on the subject? What staff can I speak to? 

If you would like to find out more about the content of the English Literature course, 
please come and speak to Mrs McNeill, Mrs Jones or Mrs Radford in the English 
Department. 
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Subject:  Fashion & Textiles A Level Online 
Specification 

QAN code:  
GCE AS: 603/1985/9  
GCE A level: 603/1981/1 

Exam Board: WJEC 

Why Study this Course? What will I Learn? 

Fashion & Textiles design is all about creating new fashion, textiles and surface pattern 
products and to develop a love of fashion and interior design; all through a process of 
idea generation, development and evaluation. Fashion & Textiles designers have an 
understanding of the relationship between art, science and technology, and have 
the ability to exploit each of these things in different ways to create new products. 

The course is designed to introduce you to the many different aspects of fashion and 
textiles. It is taught creatively against a background of contextual studies, historical 
developments in fashion, art and design movements and key figures within the fashion 
and textiles world. You will master design from concept to final product, learning 
through designing and making, using both traditional methods as well as new 
technologies. 

Fashion & Textiles design develops technical knowledge and 
creative design skills. It also equips you with other skills that are 
valued by many employers.  
You’ll be able to demonstrate: 
presentation skills / communication skills / ability to work to 
deadlines / commercial and entrepreneurial skills / 
problem-solving skills / the ability to use your initiative and work 
independently / team working skills / visual and spatial awareness 
/ general and specialist IT skills / computer-aided design (CAD) 
and computer-aided manufacturing (CAM) skills. 

The A level course allows students to develop their creativity through design and make 
tasks. The learners will develop knowledge and understanding of a range of principles 
both technical and skills based and be required to apply them to real life problem 
solving activities. 

The course extends the experiences gained at GCSE level and has greater emphasis 
placed on exploring the wider context of society and the environment, and on the 
relationships between designer, manufacturer and user in the world in which we live. 
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How will I be assessed? 

Knowledge & Understanding 

Year 12 GCE AS Level 
Unit 1: Core and in-depth technical principles. 
Written examination: 2 hours 
20% of qualification 

Year 13 GCE A Level 
Unit 3: Core and in-depth technical principles. 
Written examination: 2 ½ hours 
30% of qualification 

 

 
Skills 

Year 12 GCE AS Level 
Unit 2: Design and make task 
Non-exam assessment 
20% of qualification 

Year 13 GCE A Level 
Unit 4: Design and make task 
Non-exam assessment 
30% of qualification 

Progression Route: 

If you want to pursue a career in Fashion Design after the A Level, then the most appropriate 
route is university to study a BA (Hons) Fashion Design or BA (Hons) Fashion Design with Textiles. 
There are other courses available such as Apparel and Footwear Design, Fashion Design and 
Promotion, Costume Design, Design for Textiles and Fashion Design and Business; we have had 
pupils who have studied the A Level and gone onto successful careers in the fashion industry. 

Jobs directly related to your product design include: 

● Fashion designer 
● Fashion writer 
● Garment technologist 
● Retail buyer 
● Fashion illustrator 
● Fashion stylist 
● Textile designer 

The UK fashion industry is the largest employer of all creative industries and the UK is renowned 
for having the best fashion colleges in the world (British Fashion Council 2019). 

 

Where can I find out more information on the subject? What staff can I speak to? 
 
WJEC website 
Mr Damian Jones (HoD) in room 711. 
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Subject:  Food Science & Nutrition   QAN code:  
601/4553/5 (Certificate)  
601/4552/3 (Diploma) 

Exam Board: WJEC Level 3 Certificate in Food Science and Nutrition  

                       WJEC Level 3 Applied Diploma in Food Science and Nutrition 

Why Study this Course? What will I Learn? 

An understanding of food science and nutrition is relevant to many industries and job 
roles.  Care providers and nutritionists in hospitals use this knowledge, as do sports 
coaches and fitness instructors.  Hotels and restaurants, food manufacturers and 
government agencies also use this understanding to develop menus, food products 
and policies that support healthy eating initiatives. Students will learn how to prepare 
healthy and nutritious dishes as well as improving their practical skills.  

This course will enable learners to develop both practical and academic skills through 
applied learning. It provides flexible choices so that pupils can specialise in individual 
areas of interest to them. 

How will I be assessed? 

Assessment is through a combination of  a written examination, projects and case 
studies to cater for different learning styles. 

The certificate will be sat in year 12. Pupils will have two mandatory units, one internally 
marked and the other an external 90 minute exam. The internal assessment involves 
planning a menu for the set brief. Pupils will need to showcase their excellent practical 
skills as well as completing a written assignment.  

The weighting for these assessments are 50-50. 

The assessment will be graded Pass, Merit or Distinction 
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Progression Route: 

On successful completion of the Certificate in year 12 pupils will be able to progress 
on to the Diploma in year 13.  

Many employment opportunities lie within the field of food science and nutrition and 
there are increasing course opportunities available to graduates.  Courses include:  

● Nutrition.  
● Sports Nutrition,  
● Dietetics, 
●  Food Science  
● Hospitality and Catering/Management courses. 

Where can I find out more information on the subject? What staff can I speak to? 

WJEC Website 

Mrs R Roach 

Miss L Samuel 
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Subject:  French  QAN code:  

Exam Board: WJEC 

Why Study this Course? What will I Learn? 

Languages are all around us; they are used in so many situations whether at work, on 
holiday or just casually in day-to-day life - we live in a multilingual global society. Not 
only do languages enrich your global cultural knowledge, but they can also improve 
your comprehension and critical thinking skills – both of which are useful for many 
university courses.  

A-level languages build upon your existing knowledge gained at GCSE, giving you a 
sound understanding of using your language in a variety of contexts.  

In year 12, we study the themes of  Being a Young Person in French-Speaking Society 
and understanding the French- Speaking World. We look at: 

● Family structures, traditional and modern values, friendships / relationships 
● Youth trends, issues and personal identity 
● Educational and employment opportunities 
● Regional culture and heritage in France, French-speaking countries and 

communities. 
● France, Canada and Switzerland and Les Domtoms in a European context. 
● Literature, art, film and music in the French- speaking world. 

How will I be assessed? 

● Unit 1: Speaking (12%) 
● Unit 2: Listening, Reading, Translation and Critical Response in Writing (28%)  
● Unit 3: Speaking (18%) 
● Unit 4: Listening, Reading and Translation (30%) 
● Unit 5: Critical and Analytical Response in Writing (12%) 
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Progression Route: 

Languages A Levels can be used as a route to HIgher Education, or as an avenue into 
many jobs, including: 

● Teacher 
● Translator 
● Interpreter 
● Solicitor 
● Journalist 
● Logistics Manager 
● International Aid/ Development Officer 
● Marketing Executive 
● Human Resources Officer 
● Diplomat 
● Financial Consultant 

 

Where can I find out more information on the subject? What staff can I speak to? 

All members of staff in the MFL department would be happy to answer any of your 
questions. 
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Subject:  Further Mathematics  QAN code:  

Exam Board:   WJEC 

Why Study this Course? What will I Learn? 

Read the A level Mathematics information prior to this as you have to study A level 
Mathematics if you are studying A level Further Mathematics. 

A level Further Mathematics will enhance your curriculum vitae and make you stand 
out as someone with exceptional mathematics skills.  If you would like to study for a 
mathematics degree at one of the top UK universities, A level Further Mathematics is 
virtually essential.  You should be aiming for an A* in GCSE Mathematics.. 

 
Students taking Further Mathematics overwhelmingly find it to be an enjoyable, 
rewarding, stimulating and empowering experience. 
It is a challenging qualification, which both extends and deepens your knowledge 
and understanding beyond the standard A level Mathematics. Students who do it 
often say it is their favourite subject. 

For someone who enjoys mathematics, it provides a challenge and a chance to 
explore new and/or more sophisticated mathematical concepts. 
As well as new learning new areas of pure mathematics you will study further 
applications of mathematics in mechanics, statistics and decision mathematics. 

Students who take Further Mathematics find that the additional time spent studying 
mathematics boosts their marks in single A level Mathematics. 
Any student capable of passing an AS/A level in Mathematics should also be able to 
pass AS Further Mathematics. Studying Further Mathematics consolidates and 
reinforces your standard A level Mathematics work, helping you to achieve your best 
possible grades. 

It makes the transition from sixth form to university courses which are mathematically 
rich that much easier as more of the first year course content will be familiar. 
If you are planning to take a degree such as Engineering, Sciences, Computing, 
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Finance/Economics, etc., or perhaps Mathematics itself, you will benefit enormously 
from taking Further Mathematics, at least to AS level. AS Further Mathematics 
introduces new topics such as matrices and complex numbers that are vital in many 
STEM degrees. Students who have studied Further Mathematics find the transition to 
such degrees far more straightforward. If you decide to study for a mathematically 
rich degree during year 12, but are not taking AS Further Mathematics it is often 
possible to start AS Further Mathematics alongside A level Mathematics in year 13. 

It enables students to distinguish themselves as able mathematicians in their 
applications for university and future employment. 
Further Mathematics qualifications are highly regarded and are warmly welcomed by 
universities. Students who take Further Mathematics are really demonstrating a strong 
commitment to their studies, as well as learning mathematics that is very useful for any 
mathematically rich degree. Some prestigious university courses require you to have a 
Further Mathematics qualification and others may adjust their grade requirements 
more favourably to students with Further Mathematics. See: Universities and careers 
for more information about university entry requirements/recommendations and 
Further Mathematics. 
 
If you are not planning to study for mathematically rich degrees but are keen on 
mathematics you will find Further Mathematics a very enjoyable course and having a 
Further Mathematics qualification identifies you as having excellent analytical skills, 
whatever area you are considering for a career. See: Further Mathematics and 
careers. 

 

How will I be assessed? 
 

Written Exams: 
 
AS Level in Year 12;   
 
Unit 1 Further Pure Mathematics A         1 hour 30 minutes  
 
Unit 2 Further Statistics  A                         1 hour 30 minutes 
 
Unit 3 Further Mechanics A                     1 hour 30 minutes 
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A Level in Year 13; 
 
Unit 4 Further Pure Mathematics B         1 hour 30 minutes 
 
Choice of; 
 
Unit 4 Further Statistics B                           1 hour 30 minutes 
 
Unit 5 Further Mechanics B                      1 hour 30 minutes 
 
 
There is the opportunity of resitting units in Year 13 if necessary. 

Progression Route: 
Studying A level Further Mathematics is excellent preparation for a degree in 
Mathematics. Many university mathematics departments encourage students to take 
Further Mathematics at A level as it introduces a wider range of pure and applied 
content, such as matrices and complex numbers. Students who have studied Further 
Mathematics often find the transition to university far more straightforward. Some 
leading universities now specify Further Mathematics as an entry requirement for their 
mathematics degrees. 
 
33% of Mathematics BSc degree courses mention Further Mathematics in their entry 
requirements, including it in their A level offers or encouraging students to take it if 
possible. For those universities in the Russell Group, this proportion rises to 
approximately 60% (August 2016). 
 
The skills gained from studying a science, technology, engineering or mathematics 
(STEM) subject at A level or degree level are in demand by employers. Research 
shows that employees with an A level in Mathematics earn on average 7% to 11% 
higher salaries than similar employees who did not take mathematics beyond age 16. 

Where can I find out more information on the subject? What staff can I speak to? 

http://furthermaths.wales/ 

Mr Francis Mazzeo, Dr Paul Beck 
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Subject:  German  QAN code:  

Exam Board: WJEC 

Why Study this Course? What will I Learn? 

Languages are all around us; they are used in so many situations whether at work, on 
holiday or just casually in day-to-day life - we live in a multilingual global society. Not 
only do languages enrich your global cultural knowledge, but they can also improve 
your comprehension and critical thinking skills – both of which are useful for many 
university courses.  

A-level languages build upon your existing knowledge gained at GCSE, giving you a 
sound understanding of using your language in a variety of contexts.  

In year 12, we study the themes of  Being a Young Person in German -Speaking 
Society and understanding the German- Speaking World. We look at: 

● Family structures, traditional and modern values, friendships / relationships 
● Youth trends, issues and personal identity 
● Educational and employment opportunities 
● Regional culture and heritage in Germany, German-speaking countries and 

communities. 
● Literature, art, film and music in the German-speaking world. 

How will I be assessed? 

● Unit 1: Speaking (12%) 
● Unit 2: Listening, Reading, Translation and Critical Response in Writing (28%)  
● Unit 3: Speaking (18%) 
● Unit 4: Listening, Reading and Translation (30%) 
● Unit 5: Critical and Analytical Response in Writing (12%) 
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Progression Route: 

Languages A Levels can be used as a route to HIgher Education, or as an avenue into 
many jobs, including: 

● Teacher 
● Translator 
● Interpreter 
● Solicitor 
● Journalist 
● Logistics Manager 
● International Aid/ Development Officer 
● Marketing Executive 
● Human Resources Officer 
● Diplomat 
● Financial Consultant 

Where can I find out more information on the subject? What staff can I speak to? 

All members of staff in the MFL department would be happy to answer any of your 
questions. 
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Subject:  Geology   QAN code: 603/0859/X 

Exam Board: EDUQAS 

Why Study this Course? What will I Learn? 

Geology is the scientific study of planet Earth.  You will learn about the structure of the 
planet and what it is made of; how it has changed over billions of years and the 
resources we can obtain from it.   

Field work is an essential part of geology and you can expect at least one short 
residential field trip plus other day trips throughout the course. 

This is an exciting subject that provides you with knowledge and skills that can be used in 
many different future careers.  It combines well with a wide range of other subjects 
including any of the other science subjects, geography and maths. 

You do not need to have taken GCSE geology in year 10 to study geology in the sixth 
form.  

How will I be assessed? 

Tests and past paper questions will be used during the course but all of the external 
assessment happens at the end of year 13.  There will be 3 exam papers and no course 
work.  There are no AS exams in A level geology.* 

 

*AS Geology is available for students who choose not to take the full A level.  

Progression Route: 
 

This course is available for pupils who have passed either triple (minimum grades BCC) 
or double (minimum grades BC) science, it is not suitable for pupils who studied single 
applied science.  You should also have passed both maths (grade B) and English 
(grade C).  GCSE geology is not needed to study A level geology. 

 

“Parched Pob Byw Ei Orchwyl” 

49 



For many students, geology becomes their main subject of interest in the sixth form and 
lots of previous students now work as professional geologists all over the world. 
Working as a geologist has many benefits including high salaries, international travel 
and the opportunities to develop your career. 

A level geology can lead to university courses in geology, earth sciences, geography 
and environmental science.  Many other courses will accept geology as an entry 
qualification; in the past, A level geology students have gone on to study chemical 
engineering, medicine and veterinary science.  

 

 

Where can I find out more information on the subject? What staff can I speak to? 

Eduqas website (part of the WJEC) 

Mr Owain Thomas 
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Subject:  Geography   QAN code:  

Exam Board: WJEC 

Why Study this Course? What will I Learn? 

A Level geography is considered a facilitating subject by Russell Group Universities, 
which means it can be used as an entry point not only into the study of geography 
but also for a diverse range of subjects from politics and law to environmental 
science. The range of skills developed studying geography are sought after in the 
workplace in a range of industries. Skills as diverse as statistical analysis, fieldwork 
techniques and ICT along with writing critically, summarising and validating sources of 
information are all developed.  

The course content is diverse and includes: 

● coastal geomorphology 
● tectonic systems and landforms 
● urban and rural change 
● global biomes 
● energy consumption and production 
● global carbon and water cycles 
● international migration 
● governance of the World’s oceans 
● developing superpowers   

How will I be assessed? 

G1 Physical Geography- Processes and Landforms - 2hr exam (24%) 

G2 Human Geography -Changing Places-  1.5hr exam (16%) 

G3- Global Systems and Global Governance - 2hr exam (16%) 

G4 - Contemporary Themes in Geography  -2hr exam (24%) 

G5 - Coursework (20%) 
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Progression Route: Geography can be used as an avenue into higher education or 
employment in jobs such as: 

● Environmental Engineering 
● Environmental Management  
● Teaching Social Work 
● Land management 
● Law 
● Politics 
● Town planning 
● Conservation 
● Sustainable Transport 
● Surveying 
● Tourism  

Where can I find out more information on the subject? What staff can I speak to? 

All staff in the geography department are available to help 
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Subject:  History  QAN code:  

Exam Board: WJEC 

Why Study this Course? What will I Learn? 

The WJEC AS and A level in History encourages learners to: 

● develop their interest in and enthusiasm for history and an understanding of its 
intrinsic value and significance 

● acquire an understanding of different identities within society and an 
appreciation of aspects such as social, cultural, religious and ethnic diversity 

● improve as effective and independent learners and as critical and reflective 
thinkers  with curious and enquiring minds 

● develop the ability to ask relevant and significant questions about the past and 
to research them 

● acquire an understanding of the nature of historical study, for example, that 
history is concerned with judgements based on the available evidence and that 
historical judgements are provisional 

● develop their use and understanding of historical terms, concepts and skills 
● make links and draw comparisons within and/or across different periods and 

aspects of the past 
● organise and communicate their historical knowledge and understanding in 

different ways, arguing a case and reaching substantiated judgements. 

The WJEC AS and A level in History is both distinctive and attractive, giving learners the 
opportunity to: 

● study the history of more than one country or state including both British and at 
least one outside the British Isles 

● study specific aspects of the past in breadth and in depth 
● study change and/or development over a period of time both long term (at 

least 100 years) and short term 
● study the nature and purpose of history as a discipline and how historians work. 
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How will I be assessed? 

AS Level: 

Unit 1: Period Study - ‘Government, Rebellion and Society in Wales and England c. 
1485-1603.’ 

Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes worth 20% of qualification. 

Unit 2: Depth Study Part 1 - ‘Weimar and its Challenges c. 1918-1933.’ 

Written examination: 1 hour 45 minutes worth 20% of qualification. 

 

  A Level: 

Unit 3: Breadth Study - ‘Wales: Resistance, Conquest and Rebellion c. 1240-1415.’ 

Written examination: 1 hour 45 minutes worth 20% of qualification. 

Unit 4: Depth Study Part 2 - ‘Nazi Germany c. 1933-45.’ 

Written examination: 1 hour 45 minutes worth 20% of qualification. 

Unit 5: NEA (Non-examined assessment) ‘Historical Interpretations’. 

Worth 20% of qualification. 

Progression Route: 

Historians have strong analytical and communication skills which can be put to good 
use in almost all careers and are well-respected by colleges and universities. 

These skills include: 

● good oral and written communication 
● ability to be open-minded and put together a logical argument 
● critical thinking 
● Objectivity 
● gathering, investigating and assessing material 
● condensing or expanding facts, ideas and arguments 
● using different types of sources to cross-reference 
● basing conclusions on independent research 
● organising material in a logical and coherent way 
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Jobs related to History include: 

● Law 
● Teaching 
● Journalism 
● Archaeology 
● Marketing 
● Television and radio 
● Local and national government 
● Management consultancies 
● Archivist 
● Museum curator 
● Conservation officer/historic buildings inspector 

 

Where can I find out more information on the subject? What staff can I speak to? 

Speak to your History teacher and/or Ms Teague in 407 for further information. 
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Subject:  Health & Social Care  QAN code:  
GCE AS: C00/3716/2  
GCE A level: C00/1253/3 

Exam Board: WJEC 

Why Study this Course? What will I Learn? 

The WJEC GCE AS and A level in Health and Social Care, and Childcare equips 
learners with thorough and in-depth knowledge, understanding and skills related to 
the development and care of individuals throughout the life span from conception to 
later adulthood. Learners have the opportunity to develop their understanding of 
influences on human growth, development, behaviour and well-being. They will also 
gain a detailed understanding of the social, physical, emotional, and cultural needs 
of people who use care and support services, and recognise that each individual has 
a unique blend of abilities and needs. Learners will gain a thorough understanding of 
how service provision in Wales supports the development and well-being of 
individuals, to be able to make informed decisions now and in later life. 

How will I be assessed? 

This specification is divided into a total of six units, two AS units and four A2 units. A 
level learners study a total of four units: two AS units plus the two A2 units related to 
their chosen pathway. 

AS (2 units) 

AS Unit 1: Promoting health and well-being Written examination: 2 hours 20% of 
qualification  

AS Unit 2: Supporting health, well-being and resilience in Wales Non-exam assessment: 
approximately 30 hours 20% of qualification  

A level (the above plus a further 2 units - unit 3 & 4 or unit 5 & 6 may be chosen)  
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Childcare pathway 

A2 Unit 3: Theoretical perspectives of children and young people's development 
Written examination: 2 hours 30 minutes 30% of qualification  

A2 Unit 4: Supporting the development, health, well-being and resilience of children 
and young people Non-exam assessment: approximately 40 hours 30% of qualification  

Adult health and social care pathway 

A2 Unit 5: Theoretical perspectives of adult behaviour Written examination: 2 hours 30 
minutes 30% of qualification  

A2 Unit 6: Supporting adults to maintain health, well-being and resilience Non-exam 
assessment: approximately 40 hours 30% of qualification  

Progression Route: 

This specification provides a suitable foundation for the study of health and social 
care, and childcare through a range of higher education courses, or into 
employment. There are many careers in Health and Social care. 

 
In Health care, there are people who work directly with patients including Nurses and 
Healthcare assistants. In Social Care, there are people who help to protect and 
support people such as Social Workers.  

 

Where can I find out more information on the subject? What staff can I speak to? 

Mrs Lisa Vowles, room 701 

Miss Rachel James, room 401 

WJEC website: (this is a new course to be delivered from Sept 2020 so specification is 
currently in draft form) 

https://www.healthandcarelearning.wales/media/1701/wjec-gce-hsccc-draft-spec-26-september-2019.pdf  
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Subject:  ICT  QAN code: 600/4623/5 

Exam Board: OCR 

Why Study this Course? What will I Learn? 

The Cambridge Technicals provide opportunities to develop skills demanded by 
employers. These qualifications and units are structured to enable learners to gain 
qualifications at their own pace and build on their achievements. The Cambridge 
Technical qualifications offer learners the opportunity for a programme of study to: 

● prepare for further learning or training 
● develop essential knowledge, transferable skills and personal skills in a subject 

area that interests them with the aim of enhancing their employability 
● move into different areas of employment 
● develop their knowledge and skills as part of their Continuing Professional 

Development (CPD) 
● achieve a nationally recognised vocational qualification. 

 

How will I be assessed? 

The course is 100% internally assessed with 6 units of coursework. 

 

Progression Route: 

Skills that you gain through studying ICT: 

● Planning and developing 
prototype product 

● Taking part in professional 
discussion 

● Verbal and visual presentations. 
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Jobs related to ICT involve: 

Students have the potential opportunity to progress to employment or progress within 
employment in a wide range of job roles across the Information Technology sector 
and creative industries, for example in roles such as software engineers, website 
content managers, computer animators, helpdesk support and graphic designers, 
technical sales, office administration. 

Where can I find out more information on the subject? What staff can I speak to? 

Mrs Sullivan - Room 803 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/by-type/cambridge-technicals/cambridge-technicals-2012/ 
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Subject:  Mathematics   QAN code:  

Exam Board:   WJEC 

Why Study this Course? What will I Learn? 
 
Career Opportunities & Employability 

A level Mathematics provides excellent Career Opportunities, well-respected by employers 
and is a “facilitating” subject for entry to higher education. Careers for men and women with 
good mathematics skills and qualifications are not only well paid, but they are also often 
interesting and rewarding. People who have studied mathematics are in the fortunate 
position of having an excellent choice of career. The reason why so many employers highly 
value mathematics qualifications is mathematics students become better at thinking logically 
and analytically. Through solving problems you develop resilience and are able to think 
creatively and strategically. The writing of structured solutions, proof and justification of results 
help you to formulate reasoned arguments.    

Supporting other subjects 

The mathematical skills you learn in A level Mathematics are of great benefit in other A level                                 
subjects such as physics, chemistry, biology, computing, geography, psychology, economics                   
and business studies.  

The Course 

A level Mathematics is an exciting and challenging course which extends the pure                         
mathematical methods you learned at GCSE and includes optional applications of                     
mathematics, such as Statistics, Mechanics and Decision Mathematics.  
 
Statistics – Collecting and analysing data and using this to make predictions about future                           
events. Many subjects make use of statistical information and techniques. An understanding                       
of probability and risk is important in careers like insurance, medicine, engineering and the                           
sciences.  
 
Mechanics – Modelling and analysing the physical world around us, including the study of                           
forces and motion. Mechanics is particularly useful to students studying physics and                       
engineering.  
 
Decision –Using algorithms and other methods to find efficient solutions to real life problems,                           
such as finding the shortest route around a network. The techniques are important in business,                             
logistics and computer science. A level Mathematics is fun and rewarding. 
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How will I be assessed? 
 

Written Exams: 
 
AS Level in Year 12;   
 
Unit 1 Pure Mathematics A         2 hours 30 minutes  
 
Unit 2 Applied Mathematics  A  1 hour 45 minutes 
 
A Level in Year 13; 
 
Unit 3 Pure Mathematics B          2 hours 30 minutes 
 
Unit 4 Applied Mathematics B    1 hour 45 minutes 
 
There is the opportunity of resitting units in Year 13 if necessary. 

Progression Route: 

University Entrance 
The Russell Group, which is a group of 24 research-intensive universities have produced a                           
website called Informed Choices which helps students to decide which A-levels they should                         
study. Mathematics and Further Mathematics are “facilitating” subjects. This means that they                       
are among a list of A-level subjects which are asked for most frequently by universities. 
This means that if you study a group of facilitating subjects, then you will still have a large                                   
number of degree options open to you. Facilitating subjects are also highly respected and                           
will give you the best chances of being accepted onto many degree programmes. Therefore                           
if you don’t have any idea about degree choice it could be best to start by considering what                                   
are known as the facilitating subjects. 

Degree choices where A-level Mathematics is an essential requirement of nearly all 
universities 

● Actuarial Science 
● Aeronautical Engineering 
● Chemical Engineering 
● Civil Engineering 
● Economics 
● Electrical/Electronic Engineering 
● Engineering (General) 
● Mathematics 
● Mechanical Engineering 
● Physics 
● Statistics 

 
Degree choices where A-level Mathematics is listed as useful by most universities 

● Accountancy 
● Architecture 
● Biochemistry 
● Biology 
● Biomedical Sciences (including Medical Science) 
● Business Studies 
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● Chemistry 
● Computer Science 
● Dentistry 
● Dietetics 
● Geography – Some Geography BSc (science) degrees prefer one from Biology, 

Chemistry, Mathematics or Physics. 
● Law – facilitating subjects at A-level are useful when applying for Law 
● Management Studies 
● Nursing and Midwifery 
● Orthoptics 
● Pharmacy 
● Philosophy 
● Physiotherapy 
● Planning 
● Psychology 
● Surveying 
● Teacher Training 

 
Are there any other benefits to studying A-level Mathematics? 

Even if you go on to study an arts degree at university, then having A-level Maths on your CV                                     
can be a great advantage for your future career, especially if you go on to work in the film                                     
visual effects industry. When you apply for a job it will show that you have got a head for                                     
numbers which may well also make you stand out from the crowd when applying for jobs in                                 
management, business or teaching. 
 
The skills gained from studying a science, technology, engineering or mathematics (STEM)                       
subject at A level or degree level are in demand by employers. Research shows that                             
employees with an A level in Mathematics earn on average 7% to 11% higher salaries than                               
similar employees who did not take mathematics beyond age 16. 

Where can I find out more information on the subject? What staff can I speak to? 

You can discuss with your mathematics teachers at any time the options available for 
studying mathematics in the sixth-form.  

These websites provide useful more useful information; 
www.mathscareers.org.uk   
www.futuremorph.org   
www.plus.maths.org   
www.furthermaths.org 
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Subject:  Music  QAN code:  

Exam Board: WJEC 

Why Study this Course? What will I Learn? 

A level Music is a rigorous academic subject which sets students up well for university 
study. It involves written, analytical, practical and social skills. Like the GCSE music 
course, the three main areas of study are; Performing, Composing and Appraising. A 
number of studies have shown that music benefits learning by activating all areas of 
the brain such as; auditory, motor and limbic. Studying Music will also provide 
transferable skills such as :- 

● Independent learning 
● Listening: these are highly developed in musicians and it is an important part of 

the course 
● Analytical and essay-writing skills 
● Confidence and self-esteem: which has a knock on effect in all areas of life and 

learning 
● Creativity and self-expression: helping young people to think differently and 

harness the power of their imagination 

Music is very mathematical in nature, and so Music and Maths complement each other 
well, so do Music and Languages- after all, music is a language in its own right! 

Music goes well with pretty much any subject and some people believe that studying 
music can actually enhance your grades in other subjects. 

How will I be assessed? 

AS Unit 1- Performance - 12% of qualification . Total duration of performance- 6-8 
minutes 

A performance consisting of a minimum of two pieces either as a soloist or as part of 
an ensemble or a combination of both. One piece music reflect the musical 
characteristics of one area of study. This can be a solo or group piece and include 
varied repertoire. 

Unit 2- Composition - 12% of final score. Total duration of compositions- 3-6 minutes 
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Two compositions:- 

1. A piece of at least 1 minute duration which uses techniques associated with the 
Western Classical Tradition, in response to a brief set by WJEC. 

2. A free composition of at least 2 minutes duration. 

AS Unit 3- Listening and appraising - 16-% of the final score. 1 hour 30 minutes 
(approximately) 

Area of Study A- Religious Choral Music (1730-1800) including one set work-Mozart’s 
Requiem and Area of Study C- Musical Theatre-Porter, Rodgers, Schonberg and Lloyd 
Webber. 

Progression Route:  

Music is highly regarded as an academic subject and so could complement your 
other studies in leading to a professional career . Music can open doors to a range of 
education and employment pathways. Being a musician isn’t the only career  in 
music. Other options include:- 

● Sound technician 
● Music Therapist 
● Teacher 
● Private tutor 
● Creative industries such as working in film, Tv, theatre, radio, arts administrator or 

creative education. 

Where can I find out more information on the subject? What staff can I speak to? 

Mrs Mared Owen- Head of Music Room 212 

Mrs Claire Woozencroft- Music Teacher Room 213 

Any of the peripatetic staff. 
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Subject:  Music Technology (sub dip)  QAN code:  

Exam Board: RSL (Rockschool) 

Why Study this Course? What will I Learn? 

Music technology is a vocational course run by Rockschool. It is designed for 
musicians and ‘techies’ with a view of either furthering their education (universities) or 
to enter the workplace.  

You will learn skills in music production, studio recording, mastering, mixing ...etc. and 
you will also have numerous opportunities to play and perform.   

How will I be assessed? 

There are seven units in total which are internally assessed. All pupils are informed of 
progress and have the option to further improve should they wish to within a given 
time frame. Towards the end of the course, a random sample is sent to the exam 
board for external verification. 

Progression Route: 

Pupils wishing to continue in education are able to apply to numerous universities 
offering music tech to further their skills - Ysgol Dyffryn Aman have a long tradition of 
pupils choosing to continue in this way.  
However, pupils wishing to enter the workplace are also well equipped. The course 
gives pupils the skills needed to enter the world of work, including: 

● Sound technician 
● Sound engineer 
● Working with TV/Radio/Theatre 

 

Where can I find out more information on the subject? What staff can I speak to? 

Mr. Byron Hopkin 

Mr. Rhydian Joyner 
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Subject: Physical Education  QAN code:  
GCE AS: 601/8485/1 
GCE A level: 601/8439/5 

Exam Board: WJEC 

Why Study this Course? What will I Learn?  

The sports industry is one of the fastest growing sectors of modern society. You only 
have to look at the rise of performance analysis in Premier League football or at the 
growth of the Olympic and Paralympic movements to see that with the right 
qualifications and a passion for sport, there are a huge number of exciting 
opportunities open to talented young people. 

A Level physical education encourages students to immerse themselves in the world 
of sports and PE with the chance to perform. Students will be 
equipped with both a depth and breadth of knowledge, 
understanding and skills relating to scientific, socio-cultural and  

practical aspects of physical education.  

For those with career aspirations 
elsewhere, A Level PE has many commonalities with a 
number of other courses and is complimented particularly 
well by Biology, Psychology, Product Design and engineering. 

This WJEC AS and A level in physical education will enable learners to:   

● develop theoretical knowledge and understanding of the factors that underpin 
physical activity and sport and use this knowledge to improve performance 

● understand how physiological and psychological states affect performance 
● understand the key socio-cultural factors that influence people’s involvement in 

physical activity and sport   
● understand the role of technology in physical activity and sport   
● refine their ability to perform effectively in physical activity and sport by 

developing skills and techniques and selecting and using tactics, strategies and/or 
compositional ideas   

● develop their ability to analyse and evaluate to improve performance   
● understand the contribution which physical activity makes to health and fitness 
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How will I be assessed? 
The WJEC AS and A level in physical education provides a coherent combination of 
four areas of study: 
 
1. Exercise physiology, performance analysis and training 
2. Sport psychology 
3. Skill acquisition 
4. Sport and society 
 
Any of the areas of study can be assessed in any of the units. The content can be 
assessed in units 1 and 3 as part of the written examinations and in units 2 and 4 as 
part of the analysis and evaluation of performance. 

 
 

A Level 

AS Units Yr 12  A level Units Yr 13 

Unit 1  Unit 2  Unit 3  Unit 4 

Exploring physical 
education  
 
Written examination 
 
➢ 1¾ hours  
➢ 24% of 

qualification 
➢ 72 marks  
 
 
 
 

Improving personal 
performance in 
physical education 
 
➢ Non-exam 

assessment 16% of 
qualification 

➢ practical 
performance in 
one activity as a 
player/performer 
and as a coach or 
official   

➢ Personal 
Performance 
Profile Project 

➢ 48 marks 
 
 
 
 

Evaluating physical 
education  
 
Written examination: 
 
➢ 2 hours  
➢ 36% of 

qualification  
➢ 90 marks  

Refining personal 
performance in 
physical education 
 
➢ Non-exam 

assessment 24% of 
qualification 

➢  practical 
performance in 
one activity as a 
player/performer, 
coach or official 

➢ Investigative 
Research Project 

➢ 60 marks  
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Progression Route: 

Supporting over 450,000 jobs in the UK, sport is a £20bn industry and this 
fast-growing sector now ranks among the top 15 mainstream activities in 
the economy. The huge amounts of money in UK sport means that there 
are more jobs to pursue than ever before. 

Students can go on to work at the cutting edge of elite sport, supporting top athletes 
as sports scientists, sports psychologists, strength and conditioning coaches, sports 
therapists, coaches and in many other roles. On the other hand, students may opt to 
pursue a career in teaching, community coaching or working within the health sector. 
Opportunities in sport today are exciting and vast. 

Many A Level Physical Education students go on to study a sport related degree at 
university. Courses including PE, Sport Science, Sports Coaching and Development 
and Physiotherapy have been popular amongst previous learners. In recent years we 
have seen a number of our students go on to study Sport at some of the most 
prestigious sporting universities. Furthermore, some of the students have used their A 
Level in PE to go on to study other degree courses spanning as wide a field as 
Medicine and product design. 

Where can I find out more information on the subject? What staff can I speak to? 

If you have any questions feel free to come and speak to any member of the PE                                 
department. Mr P Bowen is available most lunchtimes in room 418. 

If you’d prefer to look online you can look at the specification: 

https://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/physical-education/r-gce-asa-physical-educatio
n-from-2016/wjec-gce-physical-education-spec-from-2016.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Parched Pob Byw Ei Orchwyl” 

68 

https://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/physical-education/r-gce-asa-physical-education-from-2016/wjec-gce-physical-education-spec-from-2016.pdf
https://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/physical-education/r-gce-asa-physical-education-from-2016/wjec-gce-physical-education-spec-from-2016.pdf


 

Subject:  Physics  QAN code:  

Exam Board: WJEC 

Why Study this Course? What will I Learn? 

Physics is the study of the natural world and the laws that govern it. This course will                                 
give you the opportunity to explore the phenomena of the universe and to look at                             
theories that explain what is observed. 

Physicists use the laws they uncover to develop new materials, machinery, and                       
technology to improve our lives and help us explore the universe further, from                         
computers to telescopes and spacecraft. 

For example, nuclear physicists study the           
tiniest particles of matter to discover what             
the universe is made of, whereas           
astrophysicists study some of the largest           
things – stars, planets and celestial bodies. 

 

How will I be assessed?There are two units in year 12 and 3 units in year 13, one of 
which (unit 5) is a practical exam. 
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Progression Route: 

This course is available for pupils who have passed either triple (minimum grades BBB) 
or double (minimum grades BB) science at higher tier, it is not suitable for pupils who 
studied single applied science.  You should also have passed both maths (grade A) 
and English (grade C). 

Physics is a seriously useful subject for the majority of STEM (science, technology,                         
engineering and maths) careers and you’ll find physicists everywhere, in industry,                     
transport, government, universities, the armed forces, the secret service, games                   
companies, research labs and more. 

Physics is especially helpful for jobs that involve building things and developing new                         
technologies, including: engineering (flight, buildings, space, you name it…),                 
astronomy, robotics, renewable energies, computer science, communications, space               
exploration, science writing, sports and games technology, research and                 
nanotechnology (engineering on a seriously tiny molecular scale). 

 

Where can I find out more information on the subject? What staff can I speak to? 

If you have any questions feel free to come and speak to any member of the physics                                 
department. Mr J Thomas is available most lunchtimes in room 503. 

If you’d prefer to look online at the institute of physics has lots of good information                               
about careers and current developments in physics. 
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Subject:  Product Design - A Level Online 
Specification 

QAN code:  
GCE AS: 603/1985/9  
GCE A level: 603/1981/1  

Exam Board: WJEC 

Why Study this Course? What will I Learn? 

Product design is all about creating new three-dimensional products through a 
process of idea generation, development and evaluation. Product designers have an 
understanding of the relationship between art, science and technology, and have 
the ability to exploit each of these things in different ways to create new products. 

Good design is the backbone of our everyday lives. Product innovations can radically 
alter the way we are able to carry out simple daily tasks. On a higher level, new 
designs can change the way we interact with the environment, influence our social 
experiences or even save lives. 

A career in product design offers you an opportunity to make a real impact. The 
process of nurturing a design, from the early concept stages to a commercially viable 
solution suitable for mass manufacture, can also give product designers a great 
amount of job satisfaction. 

Product design develops technical knowledge and creative 
design skills. It also equips you with other skills that are valued by 
many employers.  
You’ll be able to demonstrate: 
presentation skills / communication skills / ability to work to 
deadlines / commercial and entrepreneurial skills / 
problem-solving skills / the ability to use your initiative and work 
independently / team working skills / visual and spatial awareness 
/ general and specialist IT skills / computer-aided design (CAD) 
and computer-aided manufacturing (CAM) skills. 

The A level course allows students to develop their creativity through design and make 
tasks. The learners will develop knowledge and understanding of a range of principles 
both technical and skills based and be required to apply them to real life problem 
solving activities. The course extends the experiences gained at GCSE level and has 
greater emphasis placed on exploring the wider context of society and the 
environment, and on the relationships between designer, manufacturer and user in 
the world in which we live. 
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How will I be assessed? 

Knowledge & Understanding 

Year 12 GCE AS Level 
Unit 1: Core and in-depth technical principles. 
Written examination: 2 hours 
20% of qualification 

Year 13 GCE A Level 
Unit 3: Core and in-depth technical principles. 
Written examination: 2 ½ hours 
30% of qualification 

 

 
Skills 

Year 12 GCE AS Level 
Unit 2: Design and make task 
Non-exam assessment 
20% of qualification 

Year 13 GCE A Level 
Unit 4: Design and make task 
Non-exam assessment 
30% of qualification 

Progression Route: 

If you want to pursue a career in Product Design after the A Level, then the most 
appropriate route is university to study either a BA (Hons) Product Design course which 
is the creative side of product design; or BSc (Hons) Product Design which is the 
technical side of product design. There are other courses available such as Transport 
Design, Furniture Design, Product Design Engineering, Product Design and Innovation; 
and we have had pupils who have studied the A Level and gone onto Architecture, 
Engineering and CAD courses. 

Jobs directly related to your product design include: 

● Product designer 
● CAD technician 
● Furniture designer 
● Interior and spatial designer 
● Exhibition designer 
● Automotive engineer 
● Graphic designer 

Seven of the top ten jobs held by graduates employed in the UK are design related. 

Where can I find out more information on the subject? What staff can I speak to? 
 
WJEC website 
Mr Damian Jones (HoD) in room 711; Mr Richard Jones, Mr Mark Thomas, Ms Elizabeth 
Atkinson, Mrs Lynne Morgan (A Level Product Design teachers). 
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Subject:  Psychology   QAN code:  

Exam Board: WJEC 

Why Study this Course? What will I Learn? 

This course will give you a comprehensive appreciation of the nature of psychology 
and psychological enquiry. You will be introduced to historical and current 
approaches as well as classic and contemporary research. 

AS Level 

Unit 1: Past to present (biological, behavioural, positive, cognitive and 
psychodynamic explanations for human behaviour) 

Unit 2: Applied research methods 

A2 Level 

Unit 3: Application of Psychology (Schizophrenia, addiction, stress) 

Unit 4: Applied research methods. Two personal investigations 

How will I be assessed? 

100% examination 

Unit 1 (1hr 15) 

Unit 2 (1hr 30) 

Unit 3 (2hr 30) 

Unit 4 (1hr 30) 
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Progression Route: 

Jobs relating directly to the qualification include: 

● Clinical psychologist 
● Counselling psychologist 
● Educational psychologist 
● Forensic psychologist 
● Further education teacher 
● Health psychologist 
● High intensity therapist 
● Occupational psychologist 
● Psychological wellbeing practitioner 
● Sport and exercise psychologist 

Jobs where psychology would be useful include: 

● Advice worker 
● Border Force officer 
● Careers adviser 
● Chaplain 
● Counsellor 
● Detective 
● Education consultant 
● Human resources officer 
● Life coach 
● Market researcher 
● Mediator 
● Play therapist 
● Policy officer 
● Psychotherapist 

Where can I find out more information on the subject? What staff can I speak to? 

WJEC website: 
https://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/psychology/r-psychology-gce-from-2015/ 

https://www.bps.org.uk/public/become-psychologist 

See Mrs Mahoney, room 417 
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Subject:  Religious Education  QAN code:  

Exam Board: WJEC 

Why Study this Course? What will I Learn? 

This course will give you the opportunity to undertake an in depth and broad study of 
Judaism as well as philosophical and ethical themes relating to religion. 

AS Level 

Unit 1: Study of Judaism (beliefs, teachings and practices) 

Unit 2: Philosophy and Ethics of Religion: existence of God, truth concerning miracles & 
problem of suffering. 

How will I be assessed? 

100% examination 
Unit 1 (1 hr 15) 
Unit 2 (1hr 15) 
Unit 3 (1hr 30) 
Unit 4 (1hr 15) 
Unit 5 (1 hr 15) 

Progression Route: 

Jobs where Religious Studies would be useful include: 

● Advice worker 
● Archivist 
● Charity fundraiser 
● Counsellor 
● Teaching 
● Civil Service administrator 
● Community development worker 
● International aid/development worker 
● Mediator 
● Newspaper journalist 
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● Police officer 
● Youth worker 

Where can I find out more information on the subject? What staff can I speak to? 

WJEC website 
https://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/religious-studies/r-religious-studies-gce-asa-from-2016/  

See either Mrs Mahoney or Miss Rhys in rooms 416 
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Subject:  Sociology  QAN code:  

Exam Board: WJEC 

Why Study this Course? What will I Learn? 

Sociology is the study of people in society. It encourages you to question the way the 
world works and all the different factors in society that impact on peoples’ lives- the 
family, media, the law system, education, religion and peer groups. So if you are 
interested in issues such as why the media portray teenagers as ‘hoodies’, why you’re 
two times more likely to be stopped and searched by the police if your black, or why 
being born into a white middle-class family means you are more likely to succeed at 
school, then I think you will enjoy this subject. It will encourage you to question how 
you see the world.  

Topics you will study:   

AS 

● Family 
● Education  
● Research Methods 

A2 

● Crime and Deviance 
● Social Inequality 
● Research Methods 

Skills you will develop: 

You will have the opportunity to complete independent research, prepare 
presentations, write essays, contribute to class discussions and debates, and volunteer 
your opinions. You will become self-assured with reading the news and watching it 
with a critical eye. You need to be organised and responsible for your own learning. 
This will all contribute to your ability to communicate- listening, discussing and 
expressing yourself, manage information through gathering, recording, organising and 
evaluating topics, reflect on your own learning and cooperate with others.  
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How will I be assessed? 

AS and A2 Sociology is all exam based with no coursework. There are two exams at AS 
and two at A2. 

AS Exams:  

1. Acquiring Culture (Family) 1hr15; 60 marks; 15% of the qualification 
2. Understanding Culture (Education and Research Methods) 2hr; 90 marks; 25% of 

the qualification 

A2 Exams: 

1. Power and Control (Crime and Deviance) 2hr; 70 marks; 25% of the qualification  
2. Understanding Social Divisions (Social Inequality and Research Methods) 2hr15; 

100 marks; 35% of the qualification 

  Progression Route: 

You can go on to study Sociology at degree level, to masters and PHD. You can also 
use A-level Sociology alongside your other chosen subjects to apply for other university 
degrees.  

Sociology offers a broad range of transferable skills suitable for a variety of career 
paths. 

It is useful and relevant for a career in government and civil service, international aid, 
social work, the health service sector, teaching and lecturing, probation, community 
and youth work, personnel or management, journalism, advertising and P.R., the 
media, the police, or any other profession that involves working with people.  

Where can I find out more information on the subject? What staff can I speak to? 

The British Sociological Association is the official site for Sociology and useful for finding 
out more about what Sociology involves, studying it and careers. Visit the website at 
https://www.britsoc.co.uk/what-is-sociology/ 

For specific details on WJEC Sociology visit 
https://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/sociology/r-sociology-gce-as-a/ 

Mrs. Mainwaring is the teacher in charge of Sociology and can be found in room 202, 
or 210 of the Lower School (English Dept.). 
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Subject:  BTEC Travel & Tourism (Level 3 Subsidiary 
Diploma) 

QAN code: 500/9863/9 

Exam Board: Pearson/BTEC 

“Travel broadens the mind” and this course will broaden your knowledge of a range                           
of topics covering different geographical, business and economic elements. Much of                     
the work is based on topical case studies and you will have opportunities to research                             
areas of travel and tourism that interest you. There are also opportunities for different                           
educational visits over the two years. 

Due to the nature of the mixed assessments, you will gain experience in customer                           
service and selling skills as well as interview preparation and role play assessments. A                           
good level of written communication is required and you will develop your research                         
and referencing skills through extensive independent work. 

Students who take the course are supported in a well-resourced classroom with ICT                         
equipment, in 2019 almost half of students achieved a Distinction grade. As the                         
course is based on continual assessment, in order to do well, you will be self-motivated                             
and organised in order to meet deadlines. The units of study are as follows: 

Year 12 

● Unit 1 Introducing Travel and Tourism 
● Unit 3 The UK as a Destination 
● Unit 4 Customer Service in Travel & Tourism 

Year 13 

● Unit 2 The Business of Travel & Tourism 
● Unit 6 Business Travel Operations 
● Unit 10 Preparing for Employment in Travel & Tourism 
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How will I be assessed? 

There are no examinations in this BTEC course - instead, all units of work are based on                                 
coursework which is internally assessed, a sample of work will be sent to the exam                             
board each year for moderation. The majority of work is written, although you will be                             
required to undertake practical assessments including presentations and role plays as                     
part of the Travel and Tourism course. All your work will be produced, submitted,                           
assessed and redrafted using ICT equipment and Google Classroom, and you will                       
have opportunities to redraft your work assuming all deadlines are met. There are 2-3                           
assignments per unit and six units of study throughout this two year course. Successful                           
students will be awarded one of the following grades at the end of the course: Pass,                               
Merit, Distinction, Distinction*. 

Progression Route: 

Students who successfully achieve the required grades in year 12 will be invited to                           
follow year 2 of the course.  

The majority of students progress to University and there are many courses available to                           
study the subject further e.g. 

● International Travel Management 
● Event Management 
● Hospitality Management 
● Tourism Management 
● Adventure Tourism 

Many past YDA students have gone on to seek other Travel and Tourism experiences                           
with Camp America, whilst others have found exciting opportunities to work for                       
international airlines, cruise liners, hotels and tour operators. 

 
 

Where can I find out more information on the subject? What staff can I speak to? 

The specification for the course and each of the units can be found using: 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-nationals/travel-and-tourism
-2010.html 

Mrs Bethan Morgan, room 801/2 
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